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REPLY TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Sir: 



In response to the Office Action mailed April 10, 2006 in which a restriction 
requirement was made, Applicants respectfully elect the invention of Group I, to which 
claims 1-11, 20-24, 31, and 32 are directed. 

Applicants respectfully make these elections with traverse of the restriction 
requirement.. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the restriction requirement between the 
inventions of Group I and Group II. Regarding the restriction requirement between the 
inventions of Group I and Group II, the Office Action states that in Group I the modifier 



compound may cover the nanoparticles only physically, which Group II requires a 
chemical coupling reaction. Applicants respectfully point out that each of modifying 
groups (A), (B), and (C) is claimed as being "attached covalently to the surface via at 
least one linking functional group." Thus, the Office's interpretation of the claims of 
Group I is incorrect; the coverage must involve colvalent attachment. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the restriction requirement between the 
inventions of Group I and Group III. The Office Action states that the nanoparticles of 
claim 1 and the dispersion containing the nanoparticles of claim 1 do not share special 
technical features under PCT Rules 13.1 and 13.2. In fact, the claims of Group III 
incorporate all of the limitations of claim 1, the independent claim in Group I. The Office 
Action alleges that there is no special technical feature because no claim is patentable 
over the prior art, but this has not been shown and makes the restriction requirement (at 
best) premature. 

Moreover, Applicants respectfully assert that restriction between the combination 
of Group III and subcombination of Group I requires both two-way distinctness and 
reasons for insisting on restriction. Two-way distinctness has not been shown, and the 
discussion in the Office Action of special technical features demonstrates that there is 
no serious search burden in examining both groups of claims. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the restriction requirement between the 
inventions of Group I and Group IV for the same reasons as they traversed the 
restriction requirement between the inventions of Groups I and III. The invention of 
Group IV incorporates all of the features of claim 1. Further, Group I and Group IV are 
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related as combination/subcombination, and neither two-way distinctness nor serious 
search burden have been shown. 

Group I has been elected with traverse. Applicants respectfully submit that the 
restriction requirement must be withdrawal of the for the above reasons. If the 
Examiner believes that personal communication will expedite prosecution of this 
application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (248) 641-1600. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Anna M. Budde 
Registration No. 35,085 

May 1, 2006 

Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 641-1600 
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